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On the Regium Donum. 



[Jan, 



Courageous perseverance, and un- 
biassed integrity of a William. May 
God grant, whether it pleases his 
divine proyidence thai the Prince of 
Wales be regent, or be king of 
Great Britain, he may live and die 

THE MAN OF HIS PEOPLE. 

X. 

Fin- the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE ALLOW A5JCE TO THE DISSENT- 
ING CLERGY,. CALLED THE REGIUM 
DONUM. 

QUERY.— Can the author of the 
Political Retrospect justify his 
frequent and severe attacks upon 
dissenting ministers, by pointing out 
a single condition in the grant of 
the Regium Donum, that encroach- 
es upon the discipline, the doc- 
trine, or the rights of the dissenting 
church. simplex. 

The writer who on some late oc- 
casions, has in the political retros- 
pect referred to the Regium Do- 
num made his remarks as a politi- 
cian, without referrence to the 
discipline or doctrine of any church. 
He considers the augmentation of 
allowance to dissenting ministers, 
which took place under the aus- 
pices of Lord Castlereagli, as an im- 
proper addition to the burdens of 
fcbe people, fraught with all the e- 
vils of an establishment on a sub- 
ordinate plan. Of this encreased 
burden, the members of the esta- 
blislipd church may have no just 
ground to complain, as they are 
in so much greater a degree parta- 
kers of unequal benefits. Hut the 
large portion of the population of 
Ireland, who are not included in 
either class, have reason to com- 
plain of the burden. To the lovers 
of freedom' the measure is highly 



objectionable, as increasing the over- 
grown influence and patronage of 
the crown, and teaching an impor- 
tant class in society, to look more 
to the governors than to the people 
for support. Let the comparative 
degrees of patriotism existing among 
the dissenting priesthood in 1782, and 
in the period since the augmenta- 
tion, answer the question, as to the 
favourable or unfavourable influr 
ence on general liberty of this 
measure, introduced by the wily 
politician into the dissenting church, 
as a golden badge of subjection. 
The writer of the late remarks in 
the retrospect, leaves to others bet- 
ter qualified from local knowledge 
to answer as to the consistency of 
the Regium Donum with the con- 
stitution of the Presbyterian discip- 
line. 



The author of the Retrospect hav? 
ingdone with Simplex, I would now 
take the liberty of observing, that 
ihfi latter seems to be a member of 
the established church, under the 
guise of a presbyterian, who comes 
forward in the cause of one of those 
minor establishments, the number 
and variety of which in this king- 
dom it may soon not be an easy mat- 
ter to enumerate. What makes this 
supposition the more probable, is 
the tone of his question, which im- 
plies that 'f no condition in the late 
grants of Regium Donum to different 
bodies of dissenters in Ireland, en- 
crpaches cm the discipline, doctrine, 
or rights of the presbyterian church.'' 
No consistent presbyterian would 
have asked this question; for how- 
ever some of them may attempt to 
justify the measure as a matter of 
necessity, owing to the inadequate 
stipend paid by many congrega- 
tions, no one can seriously contend, 
that it is agreeable to presbyterian 
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principles. Some of the essentials 
of a presbyterian church "I haye 
understood to be, parity of rank a- 
mongst the pastors, and an unbias- 
sed choice of their pastors or ministers 
by the people. The first of these is 
surely encroached upon, when a 
body of presbyterian ministers ac- 
cede to a scheme of clarification 
proposed by government, whereby 
half of them receive, out of the pur>- 
lic purse, a hundred pounds per 
annum, and half of them only fifty. 
I know that government does not 
pretend to give to an individual in 
the synod two votes when deciding 
on business brought before them ; 
but I can perceive no difference be- 
twixt the clergymen of the synod 
standing in the above predicament, 
and the members of the lower house 
of convocation in the established 
church, which is composed of cler- 
gymen of different ranks, denomi- 
nations and emoluments, upon an e- 
quality as to votes, but possessing 
variety of influence derived from 
those other circumstances. 

Th;tf this measure also renders 
those- presbyterian clergymen af- 
fected by it more independent of 
their congregations than formerly, 
will. hardly be disputed ; and if this 
is agreeable either to the principles 
they profess, or the constitution of 
their church, or indeed ought to be 
desired by any conscientious minis- 
ter of that persuasion, I have totally 
mistaken the nature, and misappre- 
hended the spirit of presbyterianism. 
Whenthe people find that government 
has taken upon itself the payment of 
their clergymen, and that instead of 
a voluntary stipend, the chief part 
of their support arises from an. in- 
voluntary tax, they will be apt to 
slacken still more in their contribu- 
tions, until the government stipend 
and their own shall bear no manner 
of proportion to each other. Under 
these circumstances, should any dis«. 



agreement arise between a congre- 
gation and their pastor, the latter 
may retire upon his sinecure ; while 
the former long unaccustomed to 
make due provision for their spi- 
ritual instruction, may feel both 
careless and incapable of procuring 
another, and thus in a- christian 
country be deprived for a time of 
the preaching of the gospel. 

This last consideration would 
make against the expedience of 
dissenters in Ireland, entering in- 
to any partnership with the govern- 
ment for the support of their reli- 
gion. It does not seem a mean 
well adapted for improving their 
.morals, exciting their zeal, or en- 
creasing their respect for the tea- 
chers of Christianity. If it has not 
this tendency, it cannot be a good 
measure ; if it has an ..opposite ef- 
fect, it ought to be deprecated as a 
dangerous auxiliary, an insidious 
ally of the religion of Jesus. 

ft. 

To the Proprietors of tie Belfast Magaxlne. 

ON A REMEDY FOR THE INSECURITY 
OF PAPIR CURRENCY. 

X SUBJECT that has employed 
-^-_ the pens of so many able po- 
liticians, might seem to be exhaust- 
ed, or at least to leave nothing- for 
observation to those of an humbler 
description; but every thing may be 
contemplated in a variety of aspects, 
and a new point of view may pre- 
sent circumstances which have es- 
caped the notice of former exami- 
ners. To collect remarks of this 
nature is one office of a periodical 
miscellany ; and as what the writer 
has here to propose is intended in 
truth and sincerity to benefit society, 
it i$ hoped its publication in the 
magazine will not be thought altoge- 
ther superfluous. 

Fiction now seems to reign trium- 



